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Kangaroo island

Ligurian bee  A bee imported from Italy in 1884. The 
Ligurian bees on Kangaroo Island are the only known 
colony in the world.

Imagine the sound of waves rolling onto the sand,  
birds circling overhead and the freshness of a sea breeze. 
Smell the sweetness of Ligurian bee honey and taste the 
creaminess of soft sheep’s cheese. If you love to explore the 
outdoors and enjoy taste sensations from local producers, 
then come to Kangaroo Island and be surprised.

Location
Kangaroo Island is 
located off the coast of 
South Australia. It is the 
third-largest Australian 
coastal island. It was 
discovered by Captain 
Matthew Flinders in 
1802. Shortly afterwards, 
people started living 
on Kangaroo Island. Kangaroo Island now has a population 
of 4600. Farming and tourism provide the island’s two main 
sources of income.

Travelling to Kangaroo Island
Kangaroo Island can be reached by sea or air. It is a 45-minute 
ferry trip from Cape Jervis, South Australia, or a 30-minute flight 
from Adelaide.
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Places to visit
Kangaroo Island has many 
beautiful places to see. Visit 
Seal Bay to see the Australian 
sea lions at play. At Remarkable 
Rocks you can walk among 
the magnificent and unusually 
shaped granite rocks. 
Perhaps you might like to try 
sandboarding down the Little 
Sahara dunes.

Flora and fauna
There is so much wildlife to see! 
Kangaroo Island has many 
kangaroos, although they are 
smaller than their mainland 
cousins, the Australian grey 
kangaroo. It also is home to the 
heath goanna, echidnas, koalas 
and New Zealand fur seals. There 
are 46 species of plants found 
only on Kangaroo Island.

Protecting nature
Here are some tips for helping to 
protect local plants and animals:

• stick to walking trails

• clean your boots after walks

• take your rubbish with you

• avoid driving at night as there  
is a lot of wildlife out at this time.

The Remarkable Rocks are 

composed of granite and were 

formed over 5 million years ago.

Of course, there are many 

kangaroos on Kangaroo Island! 

These are western grey 

kangaroos.
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Kangaroo Island

Fact file

‘Kangaroo Island’ is an informative text written as a 
brochure. The brochure uses photographs, a map and 
descriptive language to provide information about 
Kangaroo Island. It encourages the reader to imagine 
the unique sights, sounds, smells and tastes of the 
island. Factual information about Kangaroo Island’s 
location, history, population and flora and fauna is 
provided. Some popular tourist spots are highlighted 
and directions on how to travel there are given. 
Finally, the brochure provides tips for visitors on how 
to help protect the environment when they visit.

About the brochure

Purpose
Brochures are informative texts that provide written 
and visual information about a topic. They entice 
the reader to engage with the focus of the text.

Structure
• Title
• Subheadings
• Opening statement
• Paragraphs – including topic sentences
• Visual information – such as photographs

Language features
• Specialised vocabulary – topic-related words
• Complex sentences
• Facts
• Descriptive language

Tuning in

Have students think about their favourite holiday 
destinations in Australia.

 ➲ What sorts of places do you like to visit?
 ➲ What types of activities do you like to do?
 ➲ Why do people like to visit places that are 
different to their home environment?

Make a list of places students like to visit and 
categorise them into natural or constructed 
environments.

Direct students to think about the type of 
environment that Kangaroo Island is.

Look within the text

Have students close their eyes while the 
introductory paragraph on page 4 is read. Ask 
them to think about how they feel as they listen 
to the description of some of the sights, sounds, 
smells and tastes associated with Kangaroo Island. 
Discuss student responses.

Locate Kangaroo Island on the map on page 4. 
Search online or in an atlas to find a more detailed 
map of Australia that shows the island.

 ➲ What other islands are near Australia’s coastline?
 ➲ Which of these islands belong to Australia? 
Which islands are separate countries or belong 
to other countries?

 ➲ How do you think Kangaroo Island got its name?

Ask students to read the second paragraph about 
the location of Kangaroo Island independently.

 ➲ If Kangaroo Island is the third-largest Australian 
coastal island, what are the two larger coastal 
islands? Locate them on a map.

Have students read the remainder of the text with 
a partner. Encourage them to use contextual cues 
to work out any unfamiliar words and discuss these 
words with their partner.

Finding and applying information
Direct students to the information provided in the 
glossary about Ligurian bees.

 ➲ How does the information in the glossary help you 
understand the importance of Kangaroo Island?

Look at the photographs on page 5.
 ➲ What extra information do they provide?
 ➲ Why have they been included in the brochure?
 ➲ How do they encourage tourists to visit 
Kangaroo Island?

Summarising
Create a concept map with each subheading 
included as a new branch. Re-read each paragraph 
and add key words and pictures to the relevant 
branch of the concept map.

Explore the text

Make connections
Ask students if they have ever visited an island. Have 
them describe how they travelled to the island, e.g. 
plane, car-ferry or perhaps even by car over a bridge.

Think about some of the features of islands.
 ➲ What features do islands have?
 ➲ What might be some of the benefits of living on 
an island?

 ➲ What might be some of the disadvantages of 
living on an island?

Have groups of students brainstorm words that are 
linked to islands. Create a display. These words can 
be used as a reference for writing and speaking 
tasks.

Synthesise
Create a three-dimensional map of Kangaroo 
Island. Conduct some research to find out about 
other features of Kangaroo Island. Highlight 
these features on the map, e.g. landmarks, sights, 
produce and services. Write a short description of 
the island to accompany the map.

Draw conclusions
 ➲ Why would people choose to visit Kangaroo 
Island for a holiday?

 ➲ Why is it important for people to care for the 
environment as they explore Kangaroo Island?

 ➲ Would you like to visit the island based on the 
written and visual information in the brochure? 
Why or why not?

Learn about the text

Analyse
The purpose of this brochure is to provide readers 
with a variety of information about Kangaroo Island.

 ➲ How does the introduction hook the reader?
 ➲ Why is an introduction important in a brochure?
 ➲ What words and phrases help to evoke the 
senses? 

 ➲ How do pictures contribute information to the 
brochure?

 ➲ Find the topic sentence in each paragraph. How 
do the topic sentences link to the headings?
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