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How to use this book
The Student Book is divided into the four 
subject strands.

Each chapter is divided into unit spreads of between 
two and six pages. The features in each chapter are 
outlined below.

Chapter opener
Each chapter opens with an engaging image and an 
introduction related to the chapter content, providing a 
basis for inquiry into the topic. History chapter openers 
also feature a timeline showing the key dates of the period 
covered in the chapter.

Unit content
Content in each unit covers one or more ‘Knowledge and 
understanding’ content descriptions in the Humanities 
and Social Sciences syllabus. The core text is supported 
by primary and secondary written and visual sources. 
Engaging facts in ‘Did you know?’ features will stimulate 
further interest and provide additional information.

CHAPTER

Systems of 
government
Democracy is exercised in varying ways throughout 

the Asia–Pacific region. The region comprises an 
extensive range of ethnic and religious traditions that 
significantly impact upon the way that democracy 
is implemented. Like Australia, the nation states of 
China, Japan, India and Indonesia all enforce the 
importance of their written constitutions. They seek 
to provide peaceful, fair and representative elections 
that align practically with their unique population 
requirements. China differs the most significantly from 
its neighbours through the dominance of the Chinese 
Communist Party. It prevents China from holding 
legitimate multiparty elections and experiencing true 
representation of the people through its parliament.

3

 Source 1.0.1  Pro-democracy demonstrators gather to 
mark one year since the start of mass pro-democracy 
rallies calling for free leadership elections in Hong Kong 
on 28 September 2015. The 2014 Occupy protests 
began after China’s central government said it would 
allow a popular vote for the Hong Kong leader in 2017, 
but insisted that candidates were vetted.

CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP

CHAPTER

Economic 
performance
The fundamental aim of economic theory is to 

understand how people and countries can improve 
their standard of living. Data on unemployment, 
economic growth, inflation, imports and exports, and 
the housing market can provide some important 
insights into the current state of a country’s economy 
or its economic performance. The challenge for 
governments is then to develop appropriate policies to 
promote sustainable economic activity that will make all 
citizens better off.

65

 Source 4.0.1  Parliament House, Canberra, 
Australian Capital Territory

ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS

CHAPTER

Environmental 
change and human 
wellbeing
A t the beginning of the 20th century there were 

1.6 billion people on earth. Pollution and 
environmental degradation were problems, but mainly 
local problems. The world still seemed vast, and large 
areas remained virtually untouched by the activities of 
people.

Just over 100 years later, the world’s population was 
heading towards 7 billion and the environmental 
problems that have resulted from this rapid growth 
now affect the whole planet. How we manage these 
environmental challenges and how we address the 
social and economic inequalities that exist between and 
within places are critical to our future wellbeing.

105

 Source 6.0.1  Human circle around the North Pole. Tourists can now visit an area 
of the world that remained largely untouched until the 20th century.

GEOGRAPHY

CHAPTER

The modern 
world and 
Australia: 
Overview
The end to World War I brought the 

challenge of mending the political conflicts 
that led to the war; it also brought new 
challenges that arose as a result of the war. 
The Treaty of Versailles and an international 
body called the League of Nations were 
designed to help manage global conflicts. 
However, neither succeeded in controlling the 
tension between growing extremist ideologies.

As the economies of Australia and Europe 
appeared to have started to recover from 
the war and the US economy flourished, 
the Roaring Twenties moved into full swing. 
However, with the collapse of the US stock 
market in the Wall Street Crash, the Great 
Depression set in, setting the scene for social 
unrest and political conflict once more.

 Source 9.0.1  The Sydney Harbour Bridge 
during construction, 1930  Source 9.0.2  Timeline of the modern world during the interwar years

1918

1919

1920

1929

1939

World War I ends

Treaty of Versailles is signed

The Wall Street Crash and the 
Great Depression begins

Britain and France declare war on 
Germany

First meeting of the League of Nations 
and The ‘Roaring Twenties’ begin
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Land degradation

UNIT 6.3

Causes of land degradation
Land degradation is the damaging of land so that it is 
not as productive as it once was. If land is degraded, it 
loses its ability to produce the quality of vegetation or 
crops that it once did. Land degradation is one of the 
most important environmental problems in the world 
because it is so widespread and so difficult to reverse.

Land degradation is a worldwide problem, as shown 
in Source 6.3.1. The activities of people that contribute 
to land degradation include over-clearing of the 
natural vegetation (including deforestation)—a 
process that contributes to both soil salinity and 
erosion—and overgrazing by animals. When too  many 
cattle or sheep are put onto an area of land, they eat all 
the grass and bushes, leaving nothing to hold the soil 
together. These heavy, hard-hoofed animals cause the 
soil to compact and damage its surface. Elsewhere, 
overcropping of the land also exposes the land to 
erosion, as does the collection of fuelwood by people 
living in developing countries. 

These causes of land degradation are examples of poor 
land management. Usually this is unintentional, but 
it may be caused by greed. Source 6.3.2 illustrates the 
main causes of land degradation.

N

Very degraded soil

Degraded soil

Without vegetation

Stable soil 0 1000 2000 4000 km3000

Overgrazing
35%

Cropping
28%

Deforestation
30%

Fuelwood collection
6%

Mining, energy production
and pollution 1%

 Source 6.3.1  Land degradation is a worldwide problem. 
UNEP, 1997

 Source 6.3.2  Overgrazing is the largest single cause of 
land degradation.

Soil degradation
Soils can be damaged, or degraded, in four main ways: 
through salinity, erosion, compaction and acidification.

Soil salinity
Increasing levels of salt in soils is common in some 
parts of the world, including Australia. It is caused by 
salty groundwater (water that is stored in rock and 
soil below the surface) reaching the surface of the soil. 
Normally, this water level is controlled by large trees, 
which pump water from the soil as they transpire. 
When trees are cut down, salty water may rise to the 
surface. The water evaporates, leaving a salty crust.

Soil erosion
Soil erosion is the removal of topsoil by water or wind. 
Erosion occurs wherever the soil is unprotected by 
plant cover. Once the original plant cover is removed, 
soil can be carried away easily by strong winds or 

heavy rain. Winds can strip the land of its topsoil and 
carry it hundreds of kilometres, and heavy rain and 
run-off can cut deep gullies in the soil.

Soil compaction
Soil can be compacted by the weight of heavy 
machinery or the trampling of livestock that are much 
heavier than native animals. The air spaces in the soil 
are compressed so that a hard layer develops on top. 
This reduces infiltration and makes it difficult to use 
the land for crops or pasture.

Soil acidification
Soil can be made acidic by the overuse of chemical 
fertilisers. Often, fertilisers are essential to ensure that 
the soil keeps producing crops. When used over a 
long period of time, however, fertilisers can also harm 
the soil.

Vegetation degradation
Natural vegetation can also be degraded. A natural 
ecosystem of plants can be changed in a number 
of ways. For example, vegetation can be affected 
by introduced plants. These can upset the natural 
balance of the ecosystem and spread uncontrollably.

Fires can also change the vegetation greatly. Although 
fire can be a natural part of the environment, it has 

 Source 6.3.3  Salinity caused by salt seeping upwards 
from groundwater to the surface of the soil, near Lake Eyre, 
South Australia

 Source 6.3.4  Gully erosion caused by heavy rains 
washing away loose topsoil, Ukraine
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CHAPTER

Rights and 
freedoms
The actions undertaken by individual 

nations before and during World War 
II sparked international concern regarding 
human rights. The Holocaust, treatment 
of prisoners of war and abuse of power by 
totalitarian governments led to the need 
for international cooperation and universal 
standards for the rights and treatment of 
all people. 

In the decades following the war, 
countries such as Australia were forced 
to assess the way they treated particular 
groups within their nation. Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people lived 
in poor conditions, with a lack of proper 
accommodation, food and health care. 
Civil activism during this time challenged 
the foundation of Australia’s constitution 
and helped to make significant 
gains in the rights and freedoms of 
Indigenous Australians.

245

 Source 11.0.1  The Convention on the Rights of the 
Child (1990) was a landmark development towards 
achieving greater universal rights and freedoms.

 Source 11.0.2  Timeline of rights and freedoms

1940

1950

1960

1970

1980

1990

2000

Australian policy of assimilation

First Day of Mourning is held on Australia Day
World War II begins

World War II ends

US Supreme Court declares that the segregation 
of black students is unconstitutional 

US: Freedom Rides commence in the 
southern states
US: Birmingham Campaign
Australia’s Freedom Rides

Federal referendum in Australia 

Land rights conference in Townsville

US: Martin Luther King Jr is assassinated

Tent Embassy in Canberra is set up
Australia adopts policy of self-determination

Australia ratifies UN Convention on 
the Rights of the Child

Sydney Harbour Bridge People’s 
Walk for Reconciliation

Kevin Rudd delivers an apology to the 
Stolen Generations

UN Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous People

Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation Act
Mabo Decision
Native Title Act

The Wik decision
Bringing Them Home report 

US: Rosa Parks refuses to give up her 
seat on a bus to a white man
The UN adopts the Declaration of the 
Rights of the Child

US: sit-ins commence across the 
southern states
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Additional eBook chapters
The eBook contains additional chapters for greater 
choice in covering content for the Western Australia 
School Curriculum and Standards Authority 
Humanities and Social Sciences syllabus. These 
additional chapters include all the same features as 
the core chapters.

Activities
Each unit closes with questions based on the core 
text and sources. The questions are categorised 
under Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy, moving from 
lower order to higher order questions. The activities 
help build content knowledge and skills capabilities.

Inquiry tasks and glossary
Each chapter closes with a set of inquiry tasks 
based on the chapter content to consolidate 
learning. The scaffolded tasks provide students with 
the opportunity to develop critical thinking and 
apply the ‘Humanities and Social Sciences skills’ 
as outlined in the Western Australia Humanities 
syllabus. The varied tasks are designed to appeal to 
different learning preferences, some of which may 
incorporate further research, as well as pair and 
group work. The glossary defines terms used within 
the chapter to assist with text comprehension.

UNIT 4.5

Inquiry tasks

Target ranges 
Identify the target ranges set by the Australian 
Government for the following economic indicators:

• unemployment

• inflation

• economic growth.

Begin this task by applying a skim and scan technique 
to help you identify the information presented in this 
chapter in relation to target ranges. Next, analyse 
relevant websites (such as those of government 
departments or the Reserve Bank of Australia) to 
ensure that you have identified all of the target ranges. 
Conclude by examining the reasons given for setting the 
targets at these particular levels. Present your findings 
as an analytical report, with sub-headings relating to 
each economic indicator.

Changing targets 
Experiment with the idea of using different target 
ranges for the economic indicators. What would 
happen if the agreed limits for unemployment, 
inflation and/or economic growth were changed? 
Question the potential costs and benefits of moving 
the target range either higher or lower for each of 
the economic indicators. You might spend some 
time analysing the ranges that are used in other 
OECD nations. Demonstrate your ideas in a SWOT 
analysis that considers the strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities and threats of altering each of the 
targets either higher or lower.

GLOSSARY
distribution of income the way a nation’s total 
income is spread between households

economic activity all the actions involved in 
producing, distributing and consuming goods 
and services

economic indicators measures that give 
information about economic activity

Gini coefficient a measurement of the extent of 
inequality in the distribution of income

Global Financial Crisis a period of global 
economic instability in 2007–08, which arose 
partly as a result of the collapse of a number of 
financial institutions in the US

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) the total 
market value of all final goods and services 
produced in an economy in a year

hyperinflation very high rates of inflation

income the money that a person receives in 
exchange for working or making other resources 
available for productive purposes. Wages and 
salaries are the most common forms of income, but 
it also includes earnings from leasing investment 
properties or interest on bank deposits

inflation rate the rate at which the general level 
of prices in an economy has risen over a year

international competitiveness the measure of 
an economy’s competitiveness to sell goods and 
services on the international market

labour force the members of an economy 
who are employed plus those who are seeking 
employment

market economy the economic system that 
coordinates the production and distribution of 
goods and services through market activity (with 
limited government intervention)

net wealth total wealth minus any debts owed

participation rate the proportion of people of 
working age who are in the labour force

standard of living the level of material comfort 
that people in a community are able to achieve

wealth the value of all the assets owned by an 
individual that have the ability to earn an income 
in the future, including savings, property, shares 
and other investments

Taxing times
Appraise the merits of a progressive taxation system 
by considering its advantages and disadvantages, not 
only for individuals and businesses, but for society 
as a whole. Look back over this chapter and identify 
the tax rates that are applied to individual incomes in 
Australia. Extend your evaluation by investigating the 
tax rates that are applied in other OECD nations. 

Some Australians say that personal income tax rates 
in Australia are too high. Based on your research, 
can these claims be supported in any way? There are 
some nations that have experimented with a flat rate 
of taxation. Find out which countries these are and 
consider whether there is any justification for the use 
of a flat rate taxation system in Australia. 

Taking financial control
Construct an expenditure pie chart for the Australian 
Government that illustrates the spending priorities 
that you would have if you were managing the 
national economy. Begin by referring back to 
Source 4.4.4 in this chapter. According to the source, 
in 2015–16 the Australian Government spent 
$434.5 billion. Use the information provided in the 
source to calculate the percentage of the budget that 
was spent on each of the following areas:

• defence

• education

• health

• social security and welfare

• general public services

• all other functions

• other purposes.

Now redraw the pie chart in accordance with how 
you would spend the same amount of money. Would 
you prioritise spending in the same areas, or choose 
different ones? Give reasons for your answer.

 Source 4.5.1  Managing the economy is about limiting unemployment, controlling inflation and creating 
opportunities for economic growth, while endeavouring to make positive changes to peoples’ financial wellbeing.

Price stability – i.e. low
positive inflation (CPI

inflation of 2%)

Higher average living
standards (national
income per capita)

A more equitable
distribution of income

and wealth

Improved global
competitiveness

Falling unemployment /
rising employment rate

stustainable growth of
real GDP (national

output)

What are the key objectives of macroeconomic policy?
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ACTIVITIES

Remembering and understanding
1 What term is used to describe the forcible 

removal of part-Aboriginal children?
2 How were the removals justified at the time?
3 What happened to the children of both 

Western and Aboriginal descent once they 
were taken from their families?

Applying and analysing
4 Examine Source 11.3.1. 

a What is your initial impression of 
this picture? 

b What does the typed text beneath the 
photograph imply about the children’s 
situation? 

c The source has handwriting scribbled 
under the photograph. What does it 
imply about attitudes towards Aboriginal 
children?

5 Examine Sources 11.3.3 and 11.3.4.
a Who do you think would have taken each 

photograph?
b Describe what you think is happening 

in each scene.
6 Read Source 11.3.5.

a How would you describe the removal of 
children from the school?

b How do you think Australians might have 
reacted when reading this story for the 
first time in the 1980s? Would everyone 
have responded in the same way? Why?

7 a What do you think is the purpose of each 
source?

b How might the purpose (motivation) 
of each author affect the reliability and 
usefulness of each source in a study of 
the Stolen Generations?

Creating and evaluating
8 Conduct further research online on the 

Yuendumu Native Settlement. Try to find 
some contemporary media commentary 
on such settlements. Using your research 
and information from the sources in this 
unit, imagine you are a reporter visiting 
Yuendumu at the time Source 11.3.4 
was taken and write an editorial article to 
accompany the image.

Between morning school and the lunch 
break, we heard the unmistakeable sound of 
a motorcar. Out where we were motor cars 
were very rare at that time, and although we 
were seething with curiosity we did not dare 
move from our desks … I cannot remember 
everything that went on, but the next thing I do 
remember was that the policeman and Mr Hill 
came into the school. Mrs Hill seemed to be in 
a heated argument with her husband. She was 
very distressed.

The children were all standing (we always stood 
up when visitors came and the police were no 
exception). My sister May and another little girl, 
an orphan, started to cry. Then others. They may 
have heard the conversation. I was puzzled to 
know what they were crying for, until Mr Hill 
told all the children to leave the school, except 
myself and May and Myrtle Taylor, who was the 
same age as May (eleven years). Myrtle was an 
orphan reared by Mrs Maggie Briggs. She was 
very fair-skinned and pretty.

I had forgotten about Brungle and the 
gang of men representing the Aborigines 
Protection Board who had visited when we 
were staying there. But then it came to me in a 
rush! But I didn’t believe for a moment that my 
mother would let us go. She would put a stop 
to it! All the children who had been dismissed 
must have run home and told their parents 
what was happening at school. When I looked 
out that schoolroom door, every Moonahcullah 
Aboriginal mother—some with babies in arms—
and a sprinkling of elderly men were standing 
in groups. Most of the younger men were away 
working on homesteads and sheep stations or 
farms. Then I started to cry …

 Source 11.3.5  Story of Margaret Tucker’s (original name 
Margaret Clements) removal in 1917 when she was 13, 
and her sister May was 11, Moonahcullah, New South Wales

 Source 11.3.3  Students standing with their teacher at Hermannsburg Mission, Northern Territory, c. 1920

 Source 11.3.4  Aboriginal children eating at Yuendumu Native Settlement, Northern Territory, 1958
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