
bEyond  
thE tExt

Does the fictional scenario developed by the 
author have any parallels with current efforts to 
protect the world’s resources? Why/why not?

Captain, 
you knowthE procEdurE.

you may bEgin.
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Penn wandered over to a screen on the far 

wall and stared at the holographic display 

of the new Moon outpost. 

Even though she had looked at it 

many times before, there was always 

something different to see. On the 

screen, the four domed buildings 

rotated and opened up. Cameras 

zoomed in and out, showing the living 

quarters, workshops, food gardens, 

docking stations and the operations 

centre, with flashing satellite images 

of the Moon and Earth. The outpost 

had been finished three years ahead 

of schedule. 

Since the starway through the Milky Way 

galaxy had opened up, Earth’s security had 

become critical. Minerals taken from the 

Earth’s core were key ingredients in morphlo 

– the fuel that had given humans star travel. 

The morphlo minerals     
      weren’t renewable, 
so all reserves had  
  to be protected. 

Penn sighed again and 
cracked her knuckles.

Suddenly, the light tubes on the wall above 

her flashed green and the doors slicked open.

Penn took a deep breath, 

straightened her tunic again and 

stepped forward. This was it. 

Satellite and probe sensors had recorded alien vessels 

sailing close to the solar system’s protected space. No 

doubt some of them had scanned the planets. It was only

a matter of time before there was contact. But would the 

contact be friendly or hostile? No one knew. So the building of 

the new Moon defence outpost was fast-forwarded. 

author 
purposE

Why do you think the 
author introduced the 
security issues facing 
Earth early in the story? 

holographic 
display

critical
fast-forwarded
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The command centre was dark, except for a single light shining on a simulator chair 

in the middle of the room.

Captain, you know the procedure.
        You may begin.”

“Captain,” said Chairman 

Hind, “we have reviewed your 

records, training schedules 

and battle simulations. 

unExpEctedthE

synthetic
intuitive
criteria
strategies
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Captain, 
you knowthE procEdurE.

you may bEgin.

“Take the chair, Captain.” 
Penn recognised Chairman Hind’s deep voice. She 

sat down and the chair’s soft synthetic seemed to 

swallow her. Her hands and fingers 

moved easily over the familiar sensor 

pads set into the armrests. The large 

simulator screen in front of her 

was blank. Behind her, in the 

darkness, she felt eyes 

watching her.  

Your results are outstanding, but the Moon outpost 

commander’s position cannot be decided on a battle win-

loss record alone. The Moon outpost will be Earth’s first line 

of defence. The new commander must be logical, intuitive, 

experienced and imaginative. You fit those criteria, but 

so does another captain. Therefore, the Defence Committee 

has agreed that the new commander’s position will be 

decided by one last battle simulation – a battle that will test 

all your skills and abilities. 

Penn felt her breathing quicken. That’s not 

fair, she thought. She was the best captain. 

She deserved the promotion. She clenched her 

teeth. She wanted to shout at the committee, to tell 

them that they were wrong, but she knew any show of  

anger or frustration would count against her. Anyway,  

the delay could be deliberate – just part of the 

whole process. 
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She breathed easier. Okay, she thought. 

No decision for the new commander has 

been made. And the other captain being 

considered has to be Lai. 

Am I going first? Does the best go 

first? Am I setting the standard 

for Lai? She shook her head, 

blocking the wasteful thoughts, 

and concentrated on the necessary 

preparations.

She thought back over her recent battles. In her mind, she saw hundreds of 

battleship formations spread across space. She’d never lost a battle. She had 

always won because the other captains didn’t shift from the 

strategies of the instruction models built into the simulators. Their 

moves were predictable and easily blocked, but hers were always 

inventive and totally unexpected. 

unExpEcted

analysE

What inferences can you make 
about the way the command 
centre was set up for the battle 
simulation? What effect could this 
have on the contestants for the 
command post?

LanguagE  
fEaturEs

Simile/Metaphor/Personification/Alliteration
What literary devices has the author used? 
What was his purpose for using these 
devices? How did it help your understanding 
of the atmosphere created by the committee?

“Captain,” said the chairman, 
“the committee is waiting.”

Every enemy had weaknesses. Her goal in each 

battle was to find a weakness and attack it 

before the same was done to her. It was a 

simple strategy, but it worked. And in the 

final battle, she would use it again to prove 

once and for all that she was the best. 
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