
orbs

oscillatingClarify

I shut my phone and reached into my 

daypack for my data notebook. I may be 

only fifteen (well, sixteen in just over a 

week) but I’m thorough, especially when it 

comes to star tracking. I began digging in 

the pack for a pen, and that was when I 

saw the lights.

 Actually, it was their reflection on the 

surface of the pond that I noticed 

first. The water shimmered a strange 

silver-green colour. Then it changed 

to red. I remember looking up 

into the sky and wondering why I 

hadn’t heard the crackling  

of fireworks.  

Then I saw them:  
two separate, 
glowing orbs, the 
size of basketballs, 
oscillating shoulder-
height above the 
ground. 
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They began to move and 

it was as though they were 

playing tag with each other 

while never shifting more 

than half a metre from the 

same spot.

I wasn’t frightened. Astronomy 

is a serious hobby for me, so 

I know that ninety-nine per 

cent of night-light sightings 

are identifiable. I was more 

interested in capturing what I 

was seeing on film, so I crouched 

down, keeping my eyes on the 

lights as I reached into my bag for 

my camera. 

All the time, I was describing to myself in detail what 

I was observing so that I’d be able to write up an 

accurate report to post on the UFO website when I 

got home. 

The thing is, though, I don’t remember time 

passing. It takes ten minutes to walk swiftly 

from Benji’s house up the hill to the pond 

(which is what he had done) and, when 

he arrived, I was still on the ground, 

the camera in my hand (no shots 

taken) and the lights had gone.

“You didn’t see them, did 

you?” I asked.

“See what?” He flicked open 

his phone. “This is the 
text,” he said. “What 
do you think?”
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Inference

P l o t
Why do you think Fizz  

failed to get any photos 

of the orbs and could not 

recall the time passing? 

Is this significant to the 

development of the plot?  

Why/why not? 
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decipherClarify

“Benji? Felicity? Are 

you finished?” asked 

Ms Rae from the front of 

the class.

We nodded.

“You can go to the 

library and work on 

your assignments,” she said.

I gathered my stuff and stood up. The 

moment we were out the door, Benji 

pulled his mobile from his pocket and 

switched it on.

“You’re not supposed to bring that to school,” 

I told him.

He stopped, stared at the screen, and then 

looked up at me nervously.  

“I’ve got another one,” he said. “Another one of 

those texts.”

“Check the number it’s come from.”

“There isn’t one,” he replied.

The next 

morning at 

school, I sat 

in geography, 

thinking about the 

lights and trying to 

sketch them on the side 

of my test paper. 

The hour-long test had only 

been in progress for fifteen minutes 

and already Benji and I had finished. I could 

see him at the front of the room, scribbling 

something down. He was probably trying to 

decipher the code that had appeared on 

his mobile, and I knew it wouldn’t be long 

before he succeeded.

Benji is really smart. We both are. Our 

teachers don’t quite know what to do with 

us, so we all just carry on as normal – 

doing the same work as everyone else, 

but spending most of our time thinking 

about other things, such as my hobby – 

astronomy – or Benji’s – old cameras and 

movie equipment.  

Today, though, I was also thinking a 

lot about what my boyfriend Jasper 

was going to give me for my birthday. 

Benji and I were having our sixteenth 

birthdays in a few days – we’re “twin 

cousins”. At least, that’s what people 

call us, because we were born on the 

same day and our mothers, whom 

we’ve never met, were identical 

twin sisters.

T Xt  T w o
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Why do you think Benji is 
concerned about the text 
message? What would you 

do if you received a text message like this? 

Personal  Response

What is you
r stance on

 

using mobil
e phones 

in school? 
How do you 

support you
r view? 

Issues

. . . I ’ v e  g o t  a n o t h e r
o n e  o f   t h o s e  t e Xt s
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