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Early days
Australia was not far behind the rest of the world in the early days
of the development of radio. Professor William Bragg demonstrated
Marconi’s radio technology in Adelaide in 1897, and then went
to England to meet Marconi and learn more about wireless
transmission.

Early radio broadcasts were broadcast, transmitted and picked
up by amateur radio enthusiasts. Many of these enthusiasts worked
as radio operators during World War I. It was in this war that
communication by radio became an important part of war for
the first time.

First official station
It was not until 1923 that radio stations were first licensed by the
government. Licences were issued so that the government could
have some control over how radio waves were being used. The first
official station was 2SB, which began broadcasting at 8:00 p.m. on
13 November 1923. Early stations operated on a subscription basis.
On payment of a fee, people received a radio that was set on the
frequency of the stations they had subscribed to. The Australian
Broadcasting Commission (ABC) began broadcasting on 1 July 1932.

Golden era
The importance of radio increased during World War II. For the
first time, Australians could hear, rather than just read, reports from
the battle fronts. The years after World War II are considered to be
radio’s golden era. Radio drama became very popular. Families would
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sit around the radio together, much like
families watch television nowadays.
The most popular radio dramas were
“Blue Hills”, “The Lawsons” and
“Dad and Dave”.

Australian children were not
forgotten. They had their own club
and radio program called the
“Argonauts Club”. The Argonauts
Club ran for thirty years, from 1941
to 1971, and over 50 000 Australian
children became members of the
club during that time.

When television was introduced
to Australia in 1956, many people
suggested that radio would no
longer be popular. However,
many of the most popular shows
continued to be successful, and
even today radio and television
happily exist side by side.

Power of radio
One of the most famous radio
broadcasts of all time took placein the United States on 30 October1938. The actor and director OrsonWelles broadcast a radio drama ofH. G. Wells’ book, War of the Worlds,in which Earth is invaded by Martians.Unfortunately, many people believedthat they were hearing a news

broadcast and that the invasion wasreally happening. They fled their homesin panic and tried to find somewheresafe to hide. From then on, no-onequestioned the power of radio.

Children’s hour at 3LO
on Friday, a popular
radio program for
children in the 1940s.
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